
Consumer Advocacy Panel 
 
 
 
The following details the grant applications made so far in 2008/09 and, where approved, the 
amount of the grant as at 24 April 2009. 
 
These grants have been allocated one of the Panel’s grants programs, which are :  
 
Grants have been classified by the class of customer who will be the primary beneficiary of the 
advocacy:  
 

o Large business     LB 
o Small business     SB 
o Environmental consumers   E 
o Domestic general    DG 
o Domestic disadvantaged   DD 

 
 
Grants have also been classified by the focus of the research (Issue Code):  
 
      

A Attendance at Forums   
B Staff/capacity building    
C Connection    
D Distribution    

DM Demand Management   
R Retail     
T   Transmission    
W Wholesale Market Design   
G Generation    
M Competition issues    
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Grant applications and approvals as at 24 April 2009 
 

NO DATE 
Rec’d 

Customer 

Class 

APPLICANT PROJECT APPROVED/ 

REJECTED  

ISSUE 
CODE 

AMOUNT 
FUNDED 

298 5/03/08 LB Major Energy Users Inc 
(EMRF, ECCSA, EUCV) 

NEM Rule change proposal to mitigate the 
exercise of generator market power 

A G $38,400.00 

299 13/03/08 DG/DD Consumer Action Law 
Centre 

NEM Network coordinator and researcher and 
Roundtable meetings 

A B $153,048.00 

300 13/03/08 DD Australian Council of 
Social Service 

NEM advocate 2008-9 A B $113,673.00 

301 13/03/08 DG/DD Griffith University Centre 
for Credit and Consumer 
Law 

Advocacy and research for Queensland small 
end-users 2008-2009 

A B $127,440.00 

302 13/03/08 E Alternative Technology 
Association 

Advocacy for renewable energy micro-
generation in the NEM 2008-9 

A B $52,564.00 

303 13/03/08 E Total Environment 
Centre 

NEM advocacy 2008-9 A B $73,660.00 

304 24/03/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

NEM advocacy 2008-9 A B $146,538.00 

305 28/03/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

Impacts of an emissions trading scheme on the 
NEM 

A w $146,000.00 

306 27/03/08 DD Tasmanian Council of 
Social Service 

NEM advocacy 2008-9 A B $36,934.00 

315 29/05/08 DG/DD Australian Council of 
Social Service 

Travel costs for consumer representatives on 
the National Smart Meter Working Groups 
2008/9 

A W $35,991.00 

319 20/06/08 LB Major Energy Users Inc 
(EMRF, ECCSA, EUCV) 

AER review of WACC for transmission and 
distribution networks 

A T $39,904.00 

321 25/06/08 LB Major Energy Users Inc 
(ECCSA) 

Respond to ElectraNet appeal to Australian 
Competition Tribunal over AER's decision of 
2008 

A T $27,952.00 

322 30/06/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

BG Group PLC Proposed Acquisition of Origin 
Energy Limited 

A M $34,000.00 

323 21/07/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

AER review of WACC for transmission and 
distribution networks 

R T/D  
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324 14/8/08 E Total Environment 
Centre 

Role of the NEM in responding to the Carbon 
Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS) and 
linkages to demand management (DM): the 
small consumer and environmental view. 

A W $67,172.00 

325 14/8/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

Gas Market Leaders Group Short-term Trading 
Market - Steering Committee participation 

A W $41,000.00 

326 19/8/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

Gas Market Leaders Group Gas Statement of 
Opportunities 

A W $11,550.00 

327 12/09/08 LB Major Energy Users Inc 
NCC preparation of a guide to gas pipeline 
owners regarding light regulation of 
determinations 

A  W $7,840.00 

328 22/09/08 LB Major Energy Users Inc 

NCC review of the application to convert full 
regulation of Moomba-Sydney pipeline to light 
handed regulation 

A W $7,840.00 

329 24/9/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

Submission to ACCC re proposed acquisition of 
Sunshine Gas by Queensland Gas Company 

A M $9,000.00 

330 16/10/08 LB Major Energy Users Inc. AEMC review of energy market frameworks in 
light of climate change policies 

A W $56,840.00 

331 22/10/08 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

AEMC review of energy market frameworks in 
light of climate change policies 

A W $62,000.00 

332 26/11/08 LB Ethnic Communities 
Council of New South 
Wales 

Advocacy for small business in NEM national 
smart metering program 

A Bb $12,000.00 

333 21/11/08 DG Choice NEM energy efficiency - retailers' role in energy 
service provision 

A R $58,000.00 

334 12/03/08 DD MS Australia Contribute to survey data analysis in order to 
inform advocacy to increase energy 
rebates/concessions 

A R $5,000.00 

335 5/01/09 DG/DD St Vincent de Paul 
Society Australia Inc. 

Interval meters and implications for the National 
Energy Customer Framework, CSOs and 
jurisdictional consumer protections 

A R $93,700.00 
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336 12/01/09 DG/DD National Consumer 
Policy Research Centre 
Monash University & 
Foundation for Effective 
Markets and 
Governance 

Attaining optimal carbon abatement rules 
through consumer advocacy : learning from the 
European experience on energy regulation 

A W $100,000.00 

337 17/12/08 DD Social Justice Initiative, 
University of Melbourne 

Investigation of the impacts of the national 
rollout of smart meters on consumers 

A R $53,529.50 

338 14/01/09 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

Tasmania's newly contestable commercial and 
industrial electricity customer NEM readiness 

R R  

339 14/01/09 LB Energy Users 
Association of Australia 

Queensland LNG exports and likely customer 
impact 

R W  

340 29/01/09 DD Queensland Council of 
Social Service 

Attendance at NEM course A A $3,774.00 

341 2/02/09 LB Major Energy Users Inc NEM electricity advocate R B  
342 2/02/09 LB Major Energy Users Inc. NGM gas advocate R B  
344 13/03/09 DD Queensland Council of 

Social Service 
Residential consumers and the AER 
Queensland Distribution Determination 2010-
2015 

A D $45,400.00 

347  DG/DD Public Interest Advocacy 
Centre 

Review of the NECF Exposure draft law and 
rules 

A R $18,000.00 

349 20/03/09 SB The Retailers 
Association (RESCUE) Retailers Electricity Supply Chain 

Under Enquiry Project  

 R  

355 3/04/09 LB Major Energy Users Inc Response to Energy Security Working Group 
discussion paper 

A T $6,400.00 

357 7/04/09 LB Major Energy Users DRET Energy White Paper A W $21,600.00 
358 7/04/09 DG/DD Consumer Action Law 

Centre 
National Consumer Roundtable participation in 
NECF workshops 

A R $9,400.00 

    TOTAL APPROVED   $1,716,149.50 
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