GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

For detailed advice on completing the following form, as well as project eligibility, please read the Grant Funding Allocation Criteria and Application Guidelines at www.advocacypanel.com.au.  Please not that all fields should be completed, except where indicated.
Please feel free to contact the Panel’s Executive Director if you wish to discuss your application.

Section A: Organisation information

	Name of organisation
	     

	Primary purpose/mission of organisation
	     

	Australian Business Number (ABN)
	     

	Contact person (and hours available, if applicable)
	     

	Telephone number
	     

	Facsimile number
	     

	Email
	     

	Project manager (if different from contact person)
	Please attach a CV for the project manager, outlining relevant skills.

     

	Street address
	     

	Suburb
	     
	State
	   
	Postcode
	    

	Bank account details
	BSB
	     
	Acct no.
	     
	Acct name
	     

	Governance checklist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The organisation’s most recent Annual Report/audited accounts should be attached to this application.


Section B: Outline of the project

	Project title
	     

	Project purpose
	Please provide a brief description of the project objective and intended outcome – this will be used on the Panel website to describe the project.



	Funding sought from Panel (excluding GST)
	

	Which consumers are the primary beneficiaries of the project? 

Please identify primary and, where relevant, secondary classes of consumers that will benefit from the research, and mark no more than TWO categories in each column.
	Class of consumers

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Large business

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Small business

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Residential

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Low-income

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Consumers using over 400MWh or 100Tj p.a.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Disadvantaged (specify type of disadvantage)



	Location of affected users

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Urban

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Regional centre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Rural
	Jurisdiction

 FORMCHECKBOX 

National Energy Market

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ACT

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NSW

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Queensland

 FORMCHECKBOX 

South Australia

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tasmania

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Victoria

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Western Australia



	Briefly outline the consumer problem that will be addressed by the research or advocacy
	

	Start date
	
	Completion date
	


	Section C: Detailed project information

	Project eligibility for funding: tick AT LEAST ONE of the categories
	Does the project:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Relate to the development, design or operation of, or policies associated with, the national electricity market or the retailing of electricity, or relate to other issues covered by the National Electricity Law or the National Electricity Rules.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Directly relate to an aspect of the responsibilities of the Australian Energy Regulator, the Australian Energy Market Commission or Australian Energy Market Operator under the National Electricity Law or the National Electricity Rules.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have some other relevance to the national electricity market or the retailing of electricity when viewed as a whole.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Relate to the development of operation of gas pipelines, or policies associated with obtaining access to gas pipelines, or relate to other issues covered by the National Gas Law or the National Gas Rules.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Directly relate to an aspect of the responsibilities of the Australian Energy Regulator or the Australian Energy Market Commission under the National Gas Law or the National Gas Rules, or the responsibilities of the Economic Regulation Authority under that law or those rules in Western Australia.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have some other relevance to the national gas market or the retailing of gas when viewed as a whole.

	Is this an advocacy or a research grant?
	For more information on how the Panel classifies advocacy or research, please refer to the Guidelines.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advocacy       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research grant

	Methodology
	Outline HOW you intend to undertake the project (examples of methodologies include desk-top literature review, quantitative research, engaging external expertise, running focus groups etc). If the Panel has funded your organisation to undertake similar advocacy or research, please also outline how this application differs from previous grants.




	Advocacy and communications strategy


	Will there be a published report arising from the grant?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
> Go to Section 4
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
> Add further information as per below

If the answer is Yes, please outline the communications strategy for the project.


Who are the primary/secondary audiences for each grant output(s)?

Where there are multiple outputs, please specify the audience for each report identified in Section D.


Where will the report be published?




	Section D: Defining project outputs and outcomes

	Describe the project output(s)

What is the tangible item or action resulting from the work? Examples include reports, submissions, presentations to regulators, seminars etc.
	Organisation to which advocacy/research will be directed
	Rule, review or process that is the focus of the advocacy/research
	Describe the desired outcome(s) for each output

What change do you expect to see from that output?  Examples are changes to regulations or policy development, media coverage etc.
	Completion date(s) for each output

	Example
	
	
	
	

	Submission to draft determination
	Australian Energy Regulator (AER)
	Qld Electricity Distribution Price Review 2010–2015
	Minimise network tariffs for Queensland business users, particularly in securing reduced WACC and connection costs.
	May 2009

	Participation in working group on changing service standards
	Australian Energy Regulator (AER)
	Qld Electricity Distribution Price Review 2010–2015
	Improved service standards for reliability and quality
	February – April 2009

	Presentation at public forum on draft determination, and, as necessary, engage media and lobby government
	Australian Energy Regulator (AER)
	Qld Electricity Distribution Price Review 2010–2015
	Recognition of Qld business consumer needs by regulators, industry and government
	June – July  2009

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


Section E: Project milestones and funding tranches

The Panel usually releases a portion of the grant when a project milestone is reached.  The Panel relies on the applicant for guidance on what best fits their funding arrangements, but may request changes to that schedule where necessary.

	Milestone

What are the key project stages at which funding should be released?
	Date due
	Amount

	Tranche 1
	
	
	

	Tranche 2
	
	
	

	Tranche 3
	
	
	

	Tranche 4
	10% on project completion and receipt of acquittal report
	
	


	Section F: Budget

	Main cost components 

Please amend as necessary to ensure that you outline the full budget and all costs of the project, and make clear what would be the Panel’s contribution.
	Amount 

(excluding GST)
	Funding source

(Advocacy Panel, applicant, other)

	Personnel costs
	
	

	Staff – Salaries for project officer (Please provide full details below)
	
	

	Cost components (including super and associated payroll costs)
· 
	Daily rate


	
	

	External consultants (Please provide full details below)
	
	

	Cost components 
· 
	Daily rate


	
	

	Travel – Itemise airfares, accommodation, meals, other expenses (Please provide full details below) 
	
	

	Cost components

· 
	Itemised costs


	
	

	Operational costs
	
	

	Printing and publication – Including postage or distribution costs of any reports (Please provide full details below)
	
	

	Cost components

· 
	Itemised costs


	
	

	Participant support costs  – e.g. Costs for peer review or consumer consultation in focus groups (Provide full details)
	
	

	Cost components

· 
	Itemised costs


	
	

	Meeting costs – e.g. Costs associated with the consultation or launch of the report (Please provide full details below)
	
	

	Cost components

· 
	Itemised costs


	
	

	Other direct costs – Please specify the item and amount (Please provide full details below)
	
	

	Cost components

· 
	Itemised costs


	
	

	Organisational costs
	
	

	Office costs incurred because of this project  – Please note the Panel will not pay for past work, or imputed costs – see guidelines for more information (Please provide full details below)
	
	

	Cost components

· 
	Itemised costs


	
	

	TOTAL
	
	

	TOTAL SOUGHT FROM PANEL
	
	


	What is the percentage of Panel funding to the project’s total cost?
	The Panel expects applicants for projects proposed on behalf of business consumers to self-fund 20% of the project budget and applicants for projects proposed on behalf of domestic consumers to self-fund 10% – refer to the Guidelines for more detail.

Percentage of funding from Panel of total cost is



	Is waiver required?
	If a waiver is sought for more than 80% of total costs to be funded for business consumers or 90% for domestic consumers, what are the grounds for the Panel to grant a waiver?



	How will the researcher/consultant be recruited?
	Please note that for projects with a TOTAL value of over $40,000, the Panel requires tenders to be held to ensure value for money. If a waiver of that requirement is sought, outline in detail the reasons you are seeking the Panel’s agreement to waiving the tender process.


Where the project involves hiring an external consultant, describe (or attach) your organisation’s policy to manage any conflicts of interest arising from a tender or procurement process.


	Will the project generate any income?
	

	Is funding being sought from sources other than the Panel?
	If funding is being provided or sought elsewhere, please outline the amount and whether it will be tied to particular costs.



	Signature of officer empowered to sign on organisation’s behalf
	Name of signatory for applicant


Position



	Signature 

Date




	Checklist
	Have you:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

filled in all the fields in Sections A – E? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

completed the budget template?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ensured the form is signed by someone empowered to make this application for your organisation?

	Attachments
	Have you attached:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

your last Annual Report or audited financial statement?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Relevant background information/publications?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

a CV for the project manager?


Please send the completed application form and related attachments by email to info@advocacypanel.com.au.

Any hard copy attachments should be sent by the due date for application to: 

Consumer Advocacy Panel

PO Box A2258

Sydney South  NSW  1235

Please feel free to contact the Panel’s Executive Director if you wish to discuss your application by email at info@advocacypanel.com.au or by phone on 02 8296 7880.
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