TasCOSS National Electricity Market Consumer Advocacy Project (No. 306)

Second Project Report for period: November to January 31 2010
This project, involving research and advocacy on national energy issues and jurisdictional issues related to the National Energy Market on behalf of Tasmanian domestic consumers (end users), commenced with funding from the Advocacy Panel in July 2006. This report is the second for the 2009-10 year, and covers the period November 2009 to January 31, 2010.  
Participation in the National Consumers’ Roundtable on Energy
TasCOSS has continued to play an active role, as the only Tasmanian participant, in the national network of energy consumer advocates coordinated by the Consumer Action Law Centre.  In this quarter, our participation has involved:

a)  Attendance at the three-day national network of energy consumer advocates ‘Roundtable’ meeting in November 2009.  Delegates discussed consumer issues on a range of energy matters, met with Ministers Garrett and Ferguson, and discussed future arrangements for energy advocacy.
b)  Attendance at a meeting in December with other network advocates to discuss the content of a joint submission to the 2nd Draft of the National Energy Customer Framework (NECF).
c)  Preparation of a joint submission, with other network advocates, to the 2nd Draft of the NECF.  As the final opportunity to influence the content of the NECF, network advocates have and will take considerable efforts to develop a comprehensive submission that seeks to address the failures of the 2nd draft of the NECF to address consumer issues.  (This submission is still in drafting and will be finalised in late February.)  
COSS Network

In December, we attended a capacity building seminar in Melbourne with other delegates from the Australian and jurisdictional Councils of Social Service.  The two day seminar discussed a number of energy advocacy issues from the particular perspective of low income and disadvantaged consumers, and how the COSS network could best advocate for our constituents.
Tasmanian Energy Regulator’s Customer Consultative Committee

TasCOSS continued to participate in the Tasmanian Energy Regulator’s Energy Customer Consultative Committee and to receive quarterly reports on the performance of Aurora Energy and updates on the activities of the Regulator’s office. 

Jurisdictional issues 
TasCOSS has made essential services, in particular energy, a key part of its advocacy work on behalf of low income and disadvantaged Tasmanians in the lead up to the 2010 state election.  TasCOSS is running a campaign to obtain election commitments on a range of issues from political parties contesting the election.  In late 2009, we succeeded in obtaining a commitment from the Tasmanian Government to peg utility concessions to price rises in those utilities, rather than the CPI.  TasCOSS will continue to advocate for better targeted energy concessions that account for household size.
Internal Staff Training on CPRS

In December, our energy policy officer conducted a training session on the Government’s proposed CPRS legislation.  The training explored the cost incidence of this proposal and the implications for energy markets, the cost of living and low income and disadvantaged Australians.  Staff were also briefed on the theoretical effectiveness and advantages of the CPRS compared with alternative carbon pollution reduction measures, including carbon taxes and emissions regulation.

Review of TasCOSS Funding

TasCOSS participated in the Advocacy Panel’s Review of our funding arrangements and facilitated communication between the Panel and jurisdictional energy stakeholders.
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